
	
	

AN ACT  to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 49 and 
Title 71, relative to the “Anti-School Lunch Shaming 
Act.” 

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE 2020 TENNESSEE 4-H CONGRESS: 
 
SECTION 1: This bill requires schools to provide a USDA reimbursable meal to each student who 
requests one, unless the student's parent or guardian has specifically provided written direction to the 
school to withhold a meal.  

• This bill prohibits schools from requiring students to throw away a meal after it has been served 
because of the student's inability to pay for the meal or because the student owes a meal debt.  

• Under this bill, if a student owes money for five or more meals during a school year, then the 
student's school must attempt, on at last two separate occasions, to contact the student's parent or 
guardian to discuss the reasons for the meal debt and to offer any available assistance, including 
assisting the parent or guardian with filling out a meal application.  

• This bill does not prohibit a school from collecting a meal debt from a student's parent or 
guardian. 

 
SECTION 2: This bill prohibits a school from: 

• Publicly identifying a student who cannot pay for a meal or who owes a meal debt, including, but 
not limited to, requiring that a student wear a wristband or hand stamp; 

• Requiring a student who cannot pay for a meal or who owes a meal debt to do chores or other 
work to pay for meals; or 

• Prohibiting a student who cannot pay for a meal or who owes a meal debt from: 
o Participating in a school-related event or activity; 
o Graduating or participating in a graduation ceremony; or 
o Receiving a diploma. 

 
SECTION 3: This bill requires a school to direct communication about a student's meal debt to the 
student's parent or guardian and not to the student. This bill specifies that a school must not require a 
student's parent or guardian to pay additional fees or costs from collection agencies hired to collect a meal 
debt. 
 
SECTION 4: This act shall become effective upon passage by the legislature and approval by the 
Governor or upon its otherwise becoming a law. 
 
Passed: _____________________  ___________________________________ 

Speaker of the Senate 
Tennessee 4-H Congress 
 
___________________________________ 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
Tennessee 4-H Congress 
 

 
Approved:  __________________ ___________________________________ 
 Governor 
 Tennessee 4-H Congress 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE 2010 TENNESSEE 4-H CONGRESS: 

 
     SECTION 1: This act shall be known as the Tennessee Schools “Go Green” Act. 
 
     SECTION 2: This act recognizes the environmental impact of recycling paper to 
produce new paper; and cites the use of recyclable paper in new paper production to save 
approximately 30,000 tons of water and over 3,000 KWH of electricity per ton on paper. 
In addition, there would be a 95% reduction in air pollution through the process of 
recycling versus standard paper production. 
 
     SECTION 3: This act shall ensure an efficient and productive environment for all 
Tennessee Schools while considering the implications of natural resource depletion. 
 
     SECTION 4: The Tennessee Schools Go Green Act states that by 2013, all Tennessee 
schools must provide recycling containers for a minimum of two classes of recyclable 
materials. 
 
     SECTION 5: This act requires that all Tennessee public schools declare paper as one 
of the two required classes of recyclable materials. 
 
     SECTION 6: This act requires that paper products used in the schools be made from 
recyclable materials in an effort to reduce the amount of resources used by manufacturing 
new paper products. 
 
     SECTION 7: Recycling collection bins will be provided to each school, along with a 
means of transporting collected materials to recycling centers. 
 
     SECTION 8: Failure to comply will result in the following penalities: 
 

(A) First offense $500.00 fine to the school 

(B) Second offense $750.00 fine to the school 

(C) Third offense $1000.00 fine to the school 
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Know Your Government

Bill No. 0004

AN ACT To amend Tennessee Annotated Code relative

to the Statewide “Go Green” for public

schools.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE 2010 TENNESSEE 4-H CONGRESS:

     SECTION 1: This act shall be known as the Tennessee Schools “Go Green”

Act.

     SECTION 2: This act recognizes the environmental impact of recycling paper

to produce new paper; and cites the use of recyclable paper in new paper

production to save approximately 30,000 tons of water and over 3,000 KWH of

electricity per ton on paper. In addition, there would be a 95% reduction in air

pollution through the process of recycling versus standard paper production.

     SECTION 3: This act shall ensure an efficient and productive environment for

all Tennessee Schools while considering the implications of natural resource

depletion.

     SECTION 4: The Tennessee Schools Go Green Act states that by 2013, all

Tennessee schools must provide recycling containers for a minimum of two

classes of recyclable materials.

     SECTION 5: This act requires that all Tennessee public schools declare paper

as one of the two required classes of recyclable materials.

     SECTION 6: This act requires that paper products used in the schools be made
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